Jackson C. storm 
10 Manning Road 
Glen Gove, N.Y. 11542 


December 24, 1973 


Herbert A. Silberman 

c/o Associated Btore Planners, Inc. 

174 Maplewood Avenue ^_ 0 -j ^ ff 

Maplewood, N.J. 07040 Xdt' 


Dear Herb: 


The D.a.C. annual meeting is set for 
Saturday, March 2nd and Sunday, March 3rd at the 
Americana Hotel in the Regency nailroom. This is a 
new idea of that holding a two day annual meeting, with 
exhibits , educational talks and slides on different 
topics of interest. A limited number of bourse tables 
should be sold. 


The plan is for a registration fee of 
$6.00 including a Buffet lunch on Saturday. I am ask¬ 
ing Chuck Furjanic to act as Bourse Chairman to secure 
about ten dealers at $25.00 per talbe, and we should 
have a limited number of exhibit spaces available. 

A night with Walter Breen can be arranged 
for Saturday night. In addition to the cost of the room 
to the Hotel, we will need to provide two guards for 
overnight security, and at least one guard during the 
day. I do not have the exact figures on the cost of the 
security, we may need financial help beyond dealers and 
registration fees. 

I will endeavor to mail out a tentative 
program to you prior to leaving for Florida. The program 
will show a mealtime closing (as is the custom for the 
Orders, Medals, and Decoration annual meeting). 

people listed beloS. 86 ^ C ° PieS ° f the letter to the 


"Herb this fat is in the fire". 

Sincerely, 

duife 

Jackson C. Storm 

Copies to: Denis W. Soring; John D. Wright; J.C. Spilman: 

Roger Cohn; Stanley JSfelbaum; fe Chuck Furjanic. 



ROGER S. COHEN, JR., P. A. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
4720 MONTGOMERY LANE 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014 

PHONE 657-2240 

January 8, 1974 


Jackson C. Storm 

10 Manning Road 

Glen Cove, New York 11542 


Dear Jack, 


Received your letter about the EAC meeting to be held 
on March 2 — 3?, In addition I got a call from Herb Silberman 
last nighto 

Try as I may I just can not even attend for 1 day. I 
am a C.P.A. in public practice and I'm just up to my ears in work 
I really appreciate being thought of as the person to give an 
educational talk or conduct a seminar on the beloved "little 
hlaf sisters." 

I do have a suggestion. I'm sending a copy of this 
letter to Tom Katman and Milton Pfeffer in the hope that they 
will work up something for the meeting. Both of these EAC member 
are well read on the subject matter and being close to you I'm 
sure they can come up with something. 

Thanks again for thinking of me. 


Sincerely, 


cc: Herb Silberman 

Thomas S. Katman 
907 Phillips Road 
Warminster, PA 18974 

Milton Pfeffer 
750 Kappock Street 
Bronx, NY 10463 
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ROGER S. COHEN, JR., C.P.A. 
MICHAEL E. REGAN, C.P.A. 
DANIEL A. SMITH, C.P.A. 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr., p.a. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

4701 SANGAMORE ROAD 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 2081 6 

PHONE: (301) 229-7700 


December 22, 1982 


Dr. Warren Lapp 
6505 New Market Way 
Raleigh, N.C. 27609 


Dear Warren: 

Sype Says , in the last "Penny Wise", needs some comment. 

1) The situation where a dealer feels "ripped off" due to an EAC member 
cherry picking is nothing new. It is a sort of a reaction to being upstaged 

at his own game. Books describing early copper varieties have been available for 
over a century and the "wronged" dealer has had as many opportunities as the 
cherry picker; except that the dealer did not follow through as the collector did. 
If the dealer wishes to refuse to deal with anyone carrying a book that is his 
prerogative. Likewise, as I mentioned in the 2nd edition on my book, a collector 
should not deal with a dealer who objects to the use of a book. It has been my 
experience that this kind of a stand off usually does not last. The dealer 
reognizes that "book carriers" are potential customers and prepares for them 
before the show by doing his homework. 

2) I think its time to quit taking pot shots at the ANACS. This is an easy 
thing to do and accomplishes nothing, instead of criticizing I think that Sype 
should volunteer his services for a week so that he can see what goes on on 
the other side. The ANACS seems to have a thankless but very necessary task. 

3) Sype's comments about the recent Stack's sale points up the situation where 
the EAC member can upstage the uninformed, by choice, purveyor of coins. I 
refuse to give details but Stack's has been one of the best sources of Half Cents 
for my cherry picking over the years mainly due to their insistance on using the 
Gilbert book for attributions. 


Sincerely. 



Jeffrey Oliphant 


March 4, 1983 


Dear 



The 100th issue of Penny-Wise will be published in 
January, 1984. To commemorate the occasion, EAC thought 
it appropriate to honor Dr. Warren Lapp at the upcoming 
national convention. The event is scheduled for May 6-8, 

1983, and will be held at the Sheraton Hotel, at La Guardia 
Airport, in New York City. 

We are planning to present Dr. Lapp with a custom 
leather-bound set of Penny-Wise . (The final volume will be 
bound after the 100th issue is published.) We would like 
to include in the frontpiece to the first volume thoughts 
from some of our more active members and welcome your letter. 

If you would like to participate, please: (1) use the 
enclosed paper; (2) limit your letter to one page; (3) if 
possible, type your thoughts; and (4) mail your letter flat 
(do not fold) to John Adams, 55 Court Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02108 in the envelope enclosed. PLEASE SEND 
YOUR LETTER TO JOHN IMMEDIATELY ; IT MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
APPROXIMATELY MARCH 20TH IN ORDER TO BE BOUND. 

I believe Dr. and Mrs. Lapp will attend the convention. 

I have been speaking with Doc regularly, and Mrs. Lapp has 
been exerting pressure as well. Shortly, I will be sending 
them airline tickets and hotel reservations. 

Of course, a large EAC attendance would be most gratifying. 
I look forward to seeing you in New York. 


Cordially, 



J^crey Oliphant, President 
Early American Coppers, Inc. 


9454 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 800 

Beverly Hills, California 90212 
Phone: (213) 271-5176 

PLEASE KEEP THIS A SECRET! ! ! 
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A 1795 DATED HALF CENT STRUCK OVER A 1796 DATED LARGE CENT 


by Roger S. Cohen, Jr., 


One of the interesting side lines of collecting Half Cents is the recognition of 
"undertypes" on the coinage dated 1795, 1797, 1800, and 1802. The mint used Talbot, 
Allum and Lee Tokens, and prepared planchets which were purchased. In addition, the 
mint manufactured planchets and used misstruck large cnets and other copper scrap 
as planchets. 

Not all of these sources were used on all the above mentioned dates and certain 
varities are seen with undertypes more frequently than with out; such as the 1795 #6a 
and 1797 #1 which usually have the TAL undertype showing. The mint records in the U.S. 
Archives indicate that all 1802 Half Cents were struck over planchets made from mis¬ 
struck large cents, yet an undertype is very seldom seen on these coins. 

1795 varities #5 and #6 share a common obverse die in addition they are struck 
on both thick and thin planchets. The thin planchets weigh about 84 grains and on 
variety #5a the thin planchets were evidently prepared by the mint. On varitey #6a 
most specimens are struck over TAL tokens. These varities are also known on thick 
planchets weighing about 115 grains. Variety #5b is more plentiful than variety #6b. 

I presently consider varitey #5b to be a R-4 and variety #6b to be a R-6 with 17 
speicmftns known to me. 

The source of the thick planchets was considered to be unknown to me when I 
wrote "American Half Cents" in 1971, however since that time a number of specimens of 
variety #5b have shown up with large cent undertype. These speicm^ns seem to confirm 
the statement made in the "Empire Guide to United States Half Cents" published in 1962, 
which stated on page 11 that the thick planchets were evidently cut down from misstruck 


cents. 


page 2 


Recently Dr. Howard W. Whitaker of Savannah, Tenn. sent me his speciri&n of 1795 
varity # 6b which he had acquired some years ago from a well known firm noted for their 
emphasis on "Quality" coins. Since the coin was in condition AG-3 with some damage, as 
usual, the firm had not bothered to identify the die variety, nor did they seem to look 
at the coin closely. All this was left to Dr. Whitaker. 

A few months ago he identified the obverse and reverse as variety #6 of 1795 even 

though the date was barely visible, he then weighed the coin as 100% grains. Considering 

the damage and wear there was no question that it was a 6b. He also noticed that the 

numerals 179were below the bust in very large shape entirely unlike the half cents type, 

in addition he noted the large letters STATES OF impressed in the area where the half 
CSNT 

eaet letters were STATES OF AM. 

After close examination by myself I also noted on the obverse the entire lower 
bust line of the large cent as well as the point of the bust and some hair above the 
left side of the lower bust line. Thus the undertype was definitly a Liberty Cap 
large cent. Assuming that a thin planchet (168 grains) misstruck large cent had been 
used, I turned to my Sheldon variety collection and the plates in "Early American Cents". 
The position of the 179 under the bust line matched S-88 and the AT on the reverse 
were almost touching which is Sheldon reverse E which was used on S-88. 

Dr. Whitaker is to be congratulated on taking the time to look and not being 
"turned off" solely due to the low condition of the coin. I consider this coin to be 
a major discovery in the never ending jigsaw puzzle of half cents. 
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which stated on page 11 that the thick planchets were evidently cut down from mlsstruck 


cents. 




Recently Dr. Howard W. Whitaker of Savannah, Tenn. sent me his specimen of 1795 
varity # 6b which he had acquired some years ago from a well known firm noted for their 
emphasis on "Quality" coins. Since the coin was in condition AG-3 with some damage, as 
usual, the firm had not bothered to identify the die variety, nor did they seem to look 
at the coin closely. All this was left to Dr. Whitaker. 

A few months ago he identified the obverse and reverse as variety #6 of 1795 even 

though the date was barely visible, he then weighed the coin as 100}$ grains. Considering 

the damage and wear there was ko question that it was a 6b. He also noticed that the 

numerals 179were below the bust in very large shape entirely unlike the half cents type, 

in .addition he noted the large letters STATES OF impressed in the area where the half 
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cnct letters were STATES OF AM. 

After close examination by myself I also noted on the obverse the entire lower 
bust line of the large cent as well as the point of the bust and some hair above the 
left side of the lower bust like. Thus the undertype was definitly a Liberty Cap 
large cent. Assuming that a thin planchet (168 grains) misstruck large cent had been 
used, I turned to my Sheldon variety collection and the plates in "Early American Cents". 
The position of the 179 under the bust line matched S-88 and the AT on the reverse 
were almost touching which is Sheldon reverse E which was used on S-88. 

Dr. Whitaker is to be congratulated on taking the time to look and not being 
"turned off" solely^due to'thej low condition of the coin. I consider this coin to be 
a major discovery in the never ending jigsaw puzzle of half cents. 


Half Cent Notes at the 
New Orleans AtiA Convention 

/3v" (&$&£&> Ccry&r) 

One of my pastimes on the way back from a major coin show 
or convention is to review which Half Cents were available. 

One of the reasons I do this is that, despite the statement in 
the Redbook - “All half cents are scarce” - I have found if a 
person wanted to, he could acquire 60 to ol the 96 known 
varieties at any major show or convention. 

The recent ANA convention was no exception. I was able to 
to count 72 of the 96 known varieties. As usual, there were 
such "bargains” as a 1796 with Pole in VG^IO condition at 
£4,000, but there were numerous ones at true bargain prices. 

The most noticeable one was an 1831 in EF-40 condition, which 
was snapped up by 1AC member Ray Chatham. There were others, 
such as an 1804 CMM #6 (G-8) in MS-60 at £110.00 and an 1804 
Dili #5 (G-ll) in EF-40 at £125.00. The auction had a 1794 
CMM #8 (G-3) in yQ-10 which went for £425.00. 
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KENNETH W. FULLER 

27 Jordan Road , /Vew Hartford, N.I. 13413 


March 5, 1984 


Or. Warran A. Lapp 
6305 New Market Way 
Raleigh, N. C. 27609 


Dear Dr. Lapp: 


tax 

How to handle in cue/reporting on coin trans¬ 
itions haa long been eomethint that haa bugged me.######*##$< 
0*90$ Might there not fcn eoaeoiy aacng the aegbb rs of EAC 
who la an expert in tax and accenting matters who could write 
an article on the aubjeot that ould aaslat collectora ? 


For example I buy i coin in January for a certain 
amount. Then I buy a lot of coin for a couple of hundred dollars 
in June among which lea coin of better quality than the one I 
bought in January so I replace tie first coin in my oolleotiion. 
Then I swap some coins for other coins and cash, tnlnklng that f 
am making a little on the combined deals. How do I report my 
gain, If any ? I buy oolna at tourses and pay cash or I may 
turn some duplicates for a part cf the price and later swap with 
someone else. When doea the day cf tax reckoing come ? How do 
I figure it out ? What practlole records can be kept ? What 
proofs need I supply if Uncle Sam dscidee to make an audit ? 


I want to be honest ii reporting my Income and pay 
my fair share of taxes, but I dont like to make such a fuss of 
reoord keeping that it takes the fu.i out of the hobby. 


The purchase and sile of a single ooln is easy, but 
collecting and improving the collection pose problems suoh as I 
have mentioned. Also are costs cf insurance and safe deposits, 
trarel expenses to eoaventiene there solas ere bought and sold 
or traded proper deductions for a collector who is not a dealer ? 
Would safe deposits and insurance be considered as oosts of 
protecting investments ? Or would all of these expenses be proper 
additions to the basis then eellJnj ? 
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usiness Corporations 


STATE DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION 


301 W PRESTON STREET 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21201 


Direct all communications 
to the Department 


AUGUST 10, 1982 


TO 



4AJC1—4US4-A 

This is to notify you that the tangible personal property of the above-named corporation, taxable in 

k.. taatatinalv oooAeeaH fn» tko Olirront v»«r* (nr the VPflr 1 A.R Ret forth belOW. 
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August 13, 1984 


Dear Dr. Lapp, 

Roger and I have directly or indirectly taken flak for being interested 
in only condition census half cents. And we have also noticed that some coin 
collectors regard their coins with religious awe. So we are adding some levity 
to the pages of P-W and giving some recognition to some very poorly regarded 
half cents. We have listed here the worst knowns of nearly all the rare half 
cent varieties. We would appreciate your publishing this in Penny-Wise. 

If you like, you may write a little foreword to let the readers know what they 
are about to read. 

The Detroit ANA was a whale of a lot of fun. I can imagine Dennis Loring will 
give his annual ANA diary. I'll check the September P-W, and if he doesn't 
report some of the more entertaining events. I'll write something then. Besides, 
I think the fact I wrote this article and contributed to the Top Ten that a third 
article by me would be a bit much. 

I hope your retirement is going well. 


Best regards. 


Frank Wilkinson 








A Few Rare Dogs 
By Two half Cent Outcasts 


1793'- All varieties-too many good candidates 

1794-3a Steve Fischer reports he found one unattributed in the stock of Richard 
Gross that was good, but pitted so that he declined to purchase it. This is one 
of the few rare half cent varieties that generally comes nice even if they are only 
Good or Very Good. 

1794-3b The coin a Southern Californian found and has been advertising in Penny- 
Wise for $15,000 is still worst known in spite of the discovery of a third specimen. 

1794-6 Ron Guth had one for sale a few years ago that would have been a good, 
but it had been broken in half. 

1794- 7 The famous college student found one with the high relief head and the 
cent type reverse so that its attribution was simple enough. The coin would have 
been 3/1, but it was black, bent, and porous. 

1795- 2b The coin Ron Guth found in 1977 and promptly "advertised" with a write-up 
in Coin World. The coin is of Good to Very Good sharpness and has excellent color, 
but is basically-well mangled. Reportedly RJG paid a famous Maryland collector a 
fortune to take it off his hands. 

1795-3 No question-the top honors belong to the Ruby coin, and it is plated in 
the Ruby catalogue. This coin had an awful case of cancer, although the cataloguer 
had said it had been in a fire, and the coin has been expertly recolored. The coin 
is ugly. The Alvord coin would be in contention, but no half cent collectors we 
know would own up to owning such a monster. 

1795- 6b Lusk-college student-reasonably famous New Jersey collector. The coin 
has the sharpness of AG 3, but is bent and has been polished. This is another 
coin that was sold before the final breakup of the magnificent college student 
collection. 

1796- 1 The Ruby coin, the plugged one. Both Ruby coins were plated, but since 
this is the worst No Pole, you'll have no trouble determining which one we're 
referring to. 

1796- 2 The coin in the 1976 ANA sale, and it is plated in the sale catalogue. 

The coin is smooth on the reverse and has three 8's stamped into the obverse. 

The coin brought $400 at that sale to a prescient fellow who knew worst knowns 
would be famous and valuable someday bought this beauty. 

1797- 3c The coin is listed in The Top Ten as BS 1. We have a pressing. The 
discoverer sold it via John Wright to The Great Shal, who became ill from rabies. 

1802-1 There are two excellent contenders for top spot here: 

The first candidate is a 3 or 4/1 and purchased unattributed by its current owner 
who noticed that if you turn the slick reverse just so in the light, you can see 
it has reverse A. 

The second candidate is one owned by a famous Midwest Collector. It has punctures 
front and back. The coin has some merit to keep it out of first place; it has the 
undertype of an 1801 cent showing. Ex-WKR-RSC 


1803-2 here we have another possible tie. 


The first was for several years in the first line set of a famous Michigan 
collector. The coin would be a Good or Very Good, but has a small hole right 
through the center of the coin. 

The other candidate is a late state example that Lusk and McGuigan tried for 
years to sell for $22. We think they paid WKR $18 for it. It would have been 
Good, but it was dark and looked like it had been burnt so that its surface was 
blistered. 

1804-2 The HAS-DWL-JRM-Virginia copper specialist coin. The DWL-Pennsylvania 
collector coin had this position sewn up, but the Pennsy collector says his coin 
is far better than the HAS coin. So in spite of the "advertisement" in Penny- 
Wise, this is the worst known, and the most overrated. In the P-W article the 
coin was purported to be CC1 or at least CC2, but is lower than any of the nine 
others we have either seen or have heard about from reliable sources. 

1804-4 The leading candidate we are aware of is the one WKR unloaded on a 
reasonably unsuspecting Midwest collector late one night at the end of one of 
the famous Half Cent Happenings. This collector upgraded with an excellent late 
state that is nearly Fine. 

1804- 7 The famous college student took a little study break and found one of 
these in a dealer's stok at a coin show in Fort Wayne, Ind. The coin would have 
been a Very Good, but someone, who didn't like the Spiked Chin, removed the spike 
and a quarter of the face. The coin is incredibly ugly. The dealer sent it to a 
Cohen protegee, who is known for collecting such creatures, who was very glad to 
get it for about fifty bucks. 

1805- 2 We recently saw this coin in a very high-powered whist match, and it 
required the keen eye of John Wright to point out that this specimen has a plug 
in its center. The coin would be a VG, but has been severely pounded on the 
obverse. 

1806- 3 The coin owned by a Cohen protegee that is so worn that one can barely 
see the BE of LIBERTY which is needed to attribute the coin. 

1808-1 The Fred Borcherdt-Steve Fischer-Richard Gross-Maryland collector, who 
actually lives in Maryland-Ghatt collection. The coin was reportedly attacked 
by an ice pick a while back. 

1831-Original The Miles coin through several intermediaries to the real dog, 
Wigglesworth. The coin has been poorly recolored and has scratches on the reverse. 
It is nonetheless at least a 10 or 15. 

The authors are interested in any information that would lead us to believe we 
have overlooked some rabid dog, but we're not very interested in hearing from 
the current owners of the above coins if they want to claim their piece is not 
as bad as so-and-so's coin, nor do we want to be called a so-and-so. We will 
not put in first place a coin that one of our contemporaries has either 
mutilated or carried as a pocket piece to wear it down a bit so the coin would 
be first. 

Frank Wilkinson Roger S. Cohen 

W 348 Owen Hall MSU 4701 Sangamore Road 

East Lansing, MI 48825 Bethesda, Maryland 
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1793's-All varieties-too many good candidates 

1794-6 Ron Guth had one for sale a few years ago that would have been a good, 
but it had been broken in half. 

1724-7 The famous college student found one with the high relief head and the 
Jcy r^cent s reverse so that its attribution was simple enough, but the coin would have 
been 3/1 but was black, bent and porous. 

1794- 3b The coin a Southern Californianfound and has been advertising in Penny-Wise 
for only $15,000 is still worst known in spite of the discovery of a third specimen. 

1795- 2b The coin Ron Guth found a* the 1977 ft tlanU'-ftH* and promptly "advertised" 
with a write-up in Coin World. The coin is of Good to Very Good sharpness and has 
excellent color, but is basically-wel1 mangled. Reportedly RJG paid a famous 
Maryland collector a fortune to take it off his hands. 

1795-3 No question-the top honors belong to the Ruby coin, and it is plated in 
the Ruby catalogue. This coin had an awful case of cancer, although the cataloguer 
had said it had been in a fire, and the coin has been expertly recolored. The coin 
is ugly. 

1795- 6b Lusk-college student-reasonably prominent New Jersey collector- Sharpness 
of AG 3, bent a bit anc' polished. Another coin that was sold before the final 
breakup of the magnificent college student collection. 

1796- 1 The Ruby coin, the plugged one. Both Ruby coins are plated, but since 
this is the worst No Pole, you'll have no trouble determining which one we're 
referring to. 

1796- 2 The coin in the 1976 ANA sale, and is plated in the catalogue of same. 

The coin is smooth on the reverse and has three 8's stamped into the obverse. 

The coin brought $400 at that sale to a prescient fellow who knew worst knowns 
would be famous and valuable someday bought this beauty. 

1797- 3c The coin is listed in the Top Ten as BS 1. I have a pressing. The 
discoverer sold it via John Wright to The Great Shal, who became ill 

1802- 1 There are two excellent contenders for top spot here: 

The first candidate is a 3 or 4/1 and purchased unattributed by its current owner 
who noticed that if you turn the slick reverse just so in the light, you can see 
it has reverse A. 

fiv. if 

The second candidate is one ,pwned by fete famous Midwest Collector, tb**, has punctures 
front and back. The coin has some merit to keep it out of first place; it has 
undertype of an 1801 cent showing. Ex-WKR-RSC 

1803- 2 here we have another possible tie. 

The first was for several years in the first line set of a famous Michigan collector. 
The coin would be a Good or Very Good, but has a small hole right through the center 
of the coin. 





The other candidate is a late state example that Lusk and McGuigan tried for years 
to sell for $22. vi. think they paid WKR $18 for it. It. would have been good, but 
it was dark and looked like it had been burnt so that its surface was blistered. 

1804-2 The HAS-DWL-JRM-Virginia copper specialist coin. The JRM coin, Ex DWL, 
had this position sewn up, but JRM says his coin is far better than the HAS coin. 

So in spite of the advertisement in Penny-Wise, this is the worst known, and the 
most overrated. In the P-W article the coin was purported to be CC1 or at least 
CC2, but is lower than any of the r i- gh 4. others \ have either seen or have heard 
about from reliable sources. 7*10 

1804-4 The leading candidate we are aware of is the one WKR p al mod o £ f on a 
reasonably unsuspecting Midwest collector late one night at the end of one of the 
famous Half Cent Happern'ngs. This collector upgraded with an excellent late 
state that is a Fine. 

1806-3 The coin owned by a Cohen protegee that is so worn that one can barely see 
the BE of LIBERTY to attribute the coin. 

1808-1 The FB-Steve Fisher-Richard Gross-Maryland collector, who actually lives in 
Virginia-Ghatt collection. The coin was reportedly attacked by an ice pick a while back. 

1811-1 with the two star break It has been reliably reported that the fa m o us Midwest 
collector owns one that looks as though it had been used for a skateboard. We're 
not positive about this one, because the reported owner declines to admit to owning 
this specimen. 



1831-1 The Miles coin thru several intermediaries to &ha4J The coin has been 
recolored and has scratches on the reverse; it is nonetheless at least a 10 or 15. 

The authors are interested in any information that would lead us to believe we 
have overlooked some rabid dog, but we're not very interested in hearing from the 
current owners of the above coins if they want to claim their piece is not as bad 
as so-and-so's coin, nor do we want to be called a so-and-so. We will not put in 
first place a coin that one of our contemporaries has either mutiHated or carried 
as a pocket piece to wear it down a bit so the coin would be first. 
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THE TOP TEN 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


At the conclusion of the preceding installment of this series, it was rny 
intention to update and correct sane typographical errors on the series from 
1793 to 1802. The recent release of the new Breen half cent book has new caused 
this work to be delayed. 

At the recent ANA convention, Walter Breen had printed signatures of his book 
arranged in a cover so that I could glance through his text. Walter told me that 
all Condition Census information in his book had been prepared by G. Jon Hanson 
of California. Mr. Hanson has not been a contributor to this series of articles. 
However, there appears to be a considerable duplication of many coins as well as 
a number of differences which hopefully will be resolved in the future. 

For this installment, therefore, the varieties covered will be the four var¬ 
ieties dated 1803 and the first five varieties dated 1804, including the delisted 
variety #3. 

The contributors to this installment include those listed previously, plus 
Joe Kane, Bob Yuell, Frank Wilkinson, Steve Lund, Gene Braig, Carvin Goodridge, 
and Don Valenziano, Jr.. 


1803 C-l 

MS65 Plunket - Bland - California collector 
MS60+ DCJ collection - Midwest collector 
MS60 Delaware collector 

Unc? Dupont: 1070 $20 - to bidder P.M. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Unc? Miller 4/17: 1036 - Wayte Raymond - Walter Breen - California collector 

Unc? T. James Clarke sale by Kosoff 4/56: 452 $70 - present whereabouts unknown 

AU55 Miles: 14 Stack's 4/69 $185 - ? - Stack's 5/79: 15 $650 where mis-attributed 

as Gilbert 3 - W.K. Raymond - present whereabouts unknown 
AU55 Brobston FPL Stack's 1963 - Markin 3/68: 107 $260 - Type collector 

AU55 J.J. Teaparty - Pennsylvania collector 
AU55 H. Campbell - California collector 

There are a number of examples which represent a very late die state - reverse 
cracks join, and the obverse shows a rusted state. Two of these could be considered 
in Unc. condition except that they have a very 'mushy' appearance, particularly on 
the obverse. 


1803 C-2 


EF45 Brobston FPL - Showers - Midwest collector 

VF30 J. Beymer at 1977 ANA bourse - R. Gross - Michigan collector 

VF25 D. Frederick - S. Ungar - Maryland collector (Broken reverse) 

VF20 Showers - Midwest collector (Broken reverse) 

VF20 C. Hollins - R. Gross - California collector 
VF20 Maryland collector 

VF20 Alvord: 93 - H. Ryder - W. Raymond 11/45: 17 - W. Raymond 2/47: 50 - 

Colvin: 1331 $22 - W. Breen - California collector 
F15 Pennsylvania collector 

F15 Connecticut collector (partial broken reverse) 

F15 Dupont: 1071 $35 - D. Nelson - Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: 829 $360 - 

R. Gross - Michigan collector (Broken reverse) 




1803 C-3 


MS65 Showers - Midwest collector 

MS65 Fran a Stack's sale - W.K. Raymond - present whereabouts unknown 

Ms60+ Manfra, Tordella & Brooks 3/76 - Bland - W.J. Carmel - Bland - Calfomia dealer 

MS60 R.D. Monde - Maryland collector 

MS60 Bolender - California collector 

MS60 V. Brand - Dupont: 1072 $45 - D. Nelson - Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: 828 
$1,000 - RARCQA - J.E. Braunworth - Stack's 4/81 sale: 5 $2,000 - present 
whereabouts unknown 

MS60 Brobston FPL - New York collector 
Unc? W. Breen - California collector 

AU55 Alvord sale by S.H. Chapmen 6/24: 88 $12 - H. Ryder - New Netherlands sale 

1/54: 284 $26 - Tan Wass - New Jersey collector 

AU55 R. Gross - Michigan collector 

There are four speciment in grade AU50 known to us and these include the 
Superior 6/81: 6 coin which was carelessly attributed as a C-l; the New Netherlands 

6/70: 115; a reported specimen in a Delaware collection and the specimen listed on 

W.K. Raymond's FPL of 8/77. 


1803 C-4 


MS60 Brobston FPL - Louis Helfenstein - Merkin sale 3/68: 106 $420 - California 

collector 

AU55 Showers - Midwest collector 

EF45 DCJ collection - Midwest collector (has scratch on obverse) 

EF40 Alvord: 81 $7.75 - Henry Chapman - Dupont sale: 1069 $100 - D. Nelson - 
Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: Lot 827 $550 RARCQA 1/78: 3 J. Braunworth 

Stack's sale 1/81: 3 $1,000 - present whereabouts unknown 

EF40 Stack's Nate Smith sale 3/73: 39 $220 - Maryland collector 
EF40 Williams sale by Kosoff 11/50: 695 $15 - present whereabouts unknown 

EF? W. Breen - G. Jan Hanson - Long Island collector 
VF35 W.K. Raymond - Midwest collection 
VF 35 Stack's store stock 5/82 - Pennsylvania collector 

VF 35 Stack's Robison sale 2/82: 321 $480 - Connecticut collector (coin is double- 

struck) 

This varity struck in 1805 is sere times very difficult to grade as the obverse 
die is quite worn after its 1803 use for varieties #1 and #2. The first use of the 
reverse die is with this combination, but it is damaged by clashing, making the center 
weak even on high grade coins. 


1804 C-l 


Unc? 

AU55 

AU50 

AU50 

EF40 

EF40 

EF40 



Alvord 6/24: 106 $10 - Ryder - W. Raymond 11/45: 22 - Brobston FPL - 

Louis Helfenstein - Merkin sale 3/68: 112 $520 — California collector 

Showers - Midwest collector 

H. Campbell - California collector 

Hazelcom - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector 

Paramount 5/69: 489 - G. Wrubel - W.K. Raymond - Pennsylvania collector 

Williams sale 11/50: 708 $5 (mis-attributed as Gilbert-5) - New Jersey collector 

W. Breen - G. Jon Hanson - R.D. Munde - Maryland collector 

Donald Partrick - Stack's sale 5/75: 514 $240 - J.E. Braunworth - Stack's 

sale 1/81: 11 $450 - Ron Guth - New Jersey collector 

Bland - California collector 

Connecticut collector 

W.K. Raymond - R.S. Cohen (1972) - R. Tettenhorst - W.K. Raymond - R.S. Cohen 
(1976) - EAC 1980 sale: 55 $300 (as VF30) - present whereabouts unknown. 





1804 C-2 


F15 Tan Werner (at 1971 ANA convention as a Gilbert-10) - Bland-W.K. Raymond - 
Midwest collector 

F12 W.K. Raymond R. Tettenhorst - W.K. Raymond - California collector 
VG8 S. Ungar - Maryland collector (with obverse cud) 

G6 J. Rettew - W.K. Raymond - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector 
G6 Virginia collector (with obverse cud) 

G6 Loring - Pennsylvania collector 

G5 R. Gross - Michigan collector 

G4 Silberman - loring - J.R. McGuigan - Virginia collector (with obverse cud) 

AG3 Luebke - Missouri collector (with obverse cud) 

Fr2 Hazelcom - G. Jon Hanson - W.K. Raymond - G. Jon Hanson - R.D. Munde - 
Maryland collector 

This is a complete listing of the known specimens as of this writing. The 
Hanson listing of ownership appearing in Walter Breen's book has a discrepany over 
the ownership of the G6 J. Rettew and the Fr2 Hazelcom specimens. In Hanson's 
listing, the Rettew specimen is listed as going to R.D. Munde. However, the specimen 
from the Munde collection was in a envelope which was marked "Discovery specimen, 
ex New York coin dealer." The writing on the envelope is Mr. Hanson's. Perhaps 
Mr. Hanson will provide an explanation. 

1804 C-3 


The December, 1953 issue of THE NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK magazine contained an 
article by Walter Breen on half cents. In this article, the discovery of new var¬ 
ieties since the publication of Gilbert's book in 1916 were listed. Included was 
a new 1804 described as having the obverse of Gilbert-6 and the reverse of Gilbert- 
10. The specimen so described has been obtained by Breen at the then recent MANA 
convention from Mr. Holmes Cessna of Cumberland, Maryland. 

In 1971, prior to the publication of AMERICAN HALF CENTS, there was considerable 
discussion between Ray Munde, Paul Munson, and me as to whether or not to include 
this single example as a separate variety. This example seamed to exhibit an earlier 
die state on the reverse than on the then known Gilbert-10 (C-4). Paul Munson's 
position was, that regardless of where the striking fit into the emission sequence, 
the dies used were the same ones which were used for the die combination of the then 
known Gilbert-11 (C—5). Therefore, the coin was merely an early die state of that 
variety prior to the die injuries which resulted in the spiked chin obverse. Both 
Ray Munde and I believed, that rather than ignoring the 18 year old "legend" that a 
separate die variety existed, it would be better to list it and see hew other collectors 
would react. As of this writing, the consensus of opinion is that Paul Munson's 
original position was correct. However, there is one major problem in that all known 
specimens as of now are very worn. There are 3 specimens to be considered - I count 
them as only 2\ examples due to the controversial nature of one specimen. 

The 1953 specimen currently in a California collection can be graded G4 if one 
overlooks the fact that the reverse fraction area has been obliterated due to wear. 

The reverse appears to be an earlier state of the die before its use for either strik¬ 
ing C-4 or C-5. The obverse has a scratch-like line following the right profile of 
Liberty's bust. There are no indications of any of the later die injuries which shew 
an the spiked chin state. 

The second specimen is currently in this writer's collection and was obtained 
frem W.K. Raymond in 1972. He had acquired it from G. Jon Hanson. The coin is 
graded AG3. The area of the spiked chin is so corroded as to make it impossible to 
determine if the die injuries were ever present. The reverse has less wear than the 
1953 specimen and is the same early die state. I count this coin as a half specimen 
due to the obverse damage. 




The third specimen was identified by Denis Loring in November, 1974 and he sent 
the coin to this writer for verification. The coin subsequently was sold or traded 
to W.K. Raymond and is now the property of a Midwest collector. This coin grades 
VG7 overall and is similar to the 1953 specimen. A scratch-like line follows the 
right outline of Liberty's bust but is plainer. The reverse is similar to the other 
specimens in that is exhibits an early die state. The fraction area can be seen 
clearly on this example. 

Again, it is my opinion that the concensus of opinion by collectors whether 
to recognize or ignore these three examples as a variety or merely as an early state 
of 05 should govern. The discovery of an example in VF or higher condition would 
go a long way in resolving this puzzle. 

1804 04 

EF40 Brobston FPL by Stack's 1/63 - Willard Blaisdell - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF25 Stack's store stock 12/81 - Connecticut collector 

VF20 DCJ collection - R. Tettenhorst - W.R. Weber - Midwest collector 

VF20 Ken Pines - Pennsylvania collector 

VF20 J.R. McGuigan - Michigan collector 

VF20 Ken Pines- R. Gross - Michigan collector 

VF? California collector 

F15 Eaton - Dupont Sale 11/54: 1074 $100 - bidder B.F. - Showers - R. Tettenhorst 

California collector 

F15 C. Goodridge - California collector 

F15 Walter Breen - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector 

F15 Illinois collector 

There are six specimens of this variety which grade F12. In the range of VG7 
to VG10, ^another eleven examples are now known. The variety is now clearly an R5 
in the mid-range, with about 50 examples known. 

1804 C-5 

MS60 Coin Galleries 2/77: 457 (pictured as lot 453) $525 - Maryland collector 

MS60 Walter Breen - California collector 
ALJ55 Delaware collector 

AU50 St. Clair Coin Co. - Pennsylvania collector 

EF45 1964 ANA bourse - G. Jon Hanson - W.K. Raymond - G. Jan Hanson - R.D. Munde - 
Maryland collector 
EF40 Showers - Midwest collector 
EF40 D. Loring - Virginia collector 

EF40 Newark collector (ALJ sharpness, cleaned and re-toned). 

EF40 Merkin sale 3/68: 116 $115 - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF40 George Massamore 4/1883 - T. Harrison Garrett - Johns Hopkins University - 
Stack's 3/76; 7 $300 - James Braunworth - Stack's 1/81: 19 $460 - Illinois 

collector 

VF35 W.W. Neil sale 6/47: 2226 $8.50 - Willard Blaisdell - Bland - W.K. Raymond 

- R.S. Cohen - New Jersey collector 


(To be continued) 
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T I .If 0 :• '.t Happening isG2 
o- 0- n it Get .;ny Batter than This? 

I've known Jim ilcGuig;;n Roger Cohen since 1S7H and 1976 

respectively. Jim bought some hoif cent'-: from me 'tea I sold my 
collection in 1378, and I 1 vs -advised him on a few .other -nurohase o. 
When I come to IJichig-n state for graduate school in 1578, it became 
convenient for roe to go to Ann Arbor to see Jim 1 a growing collection. 
I've corresponded wit’4 Roger about rarity, die breaks and half cent 
history, but I ({ 1 seen only a few of Roger*s coins, I had really 
wanted to see Roger's collection, but I could never seem to make it 
Bast so I hud to be content with a list of his coins and try to 
remember the few coins I*d seen before he bought them. $o when 
Jim began making challenges to Roger for a whist match, I said that 
I wanted to be there. The whist match we 3 at the home of Jim and 
D:ve McGuigan in Pittsburgh on September 25th. 

The match was scheduled to start at four in the afternoon, but it 
didn’t. Social amenities were attended to first like shooting the 
breeze about just everything like the buying habits or an 3AC member 
who is trying to hoard low grade rarities, watching Penn State defeat 
Uebraska, looking at a few half cents, waiting for world-f • res -pizza, 
on a eating world-famous pit a,'/ To those who have never been to one of 
these events, these social amenities are a prerequisite; they add 
a great deal of personableness to the gathering. 

It wasn't a whist match in the usual sense. Rirst of all there 
were ten judges: Gene Braig, Uarvin Svans, Steve > Ji t n»y , Ron Guth, 

Joe liane, Richard 3himkus, R. Tettenhorst, Don Yalenziano, 3ob Yuell 
and I. Secondly etch judge kept -core separately, nd there v. e no 
final disposition a. 2 , to which coin v /»>3 bettor. Basic 'll;: everyone rot 
to see some truly suverb half cents. 


z 


Jim;-and Roger sat next to each other and nut their coins of the 
same variety on a felt tray which was passed around to all of the 
judges. Since there were five or six trays, it seemed like we were 
always looking at coins or taking notes or drooling, oir-ce it wasn*t 
a really competitive match a la Jrench-lTe.vcomb, I T 11 just describe a 
few of the coins we saw. 

The "match" started with two beautiful 1793-1’s. The one is 
j 3?45 with a minor edge nick, while the other is a "regular 40." 

Host preferred the 40, but since I_ am the official reporter... <. . 

I told Jim around 1977 to hurry up and buy a nice 1790-4 as that, 
not the 9J-1 is the rarest 179a; he heeded my advice, but the coin 
had been stripped and poorly recolored. I told him to wrap the coin 
in strips of brown grocery bag; he did, and the coin retoned enough to 
edge out the ..U coin with a large planchet lamination slated in RogerU 
new book. The 1794’3 were something else. ..'or instance the /JJ 
Robison la -beat out an RR40J k 7T 20, and finest known, lb beat ~ 

Good 6. V/e had the pleasure of seeing two census level 2s’ s: a 40 
end a 25. Roger had two Good ex?moles of the very rvre 2 b with and 
without the clcsh. v/e 3os./ the finer of the semi-unique 3b which is 
also the discovery specimen. The 4a "as a tough one for the loser a3 
his 40 was pitted against an elegant 60 plus with red, and this was 
later repeated on the 1794-91 The two 5a’s were Vl-30, same sharpness 
and surface, but the one had slightly better color, and this was the 
first of many that were decided by color alone, all of the 1794 6a’s 
•and 7’s were nedigreed. The jjjUne Rawls 6a fared well against the 

U/v 5 bt4 

4o -pfr- VG 7, and the YR20 irobston -7 lost to the t£/ 

Rawls orooflike 3R45. dhock of shocks occurred when the Tine 94-3 
with the break T hud cherrlied on the ’77 ALU bourse floor won out on 
color. The 1795 ’ s were also superb (we were aoon to learn all <j>f years 
wore well represented)^. An AU50 lettered edge with pole beat out a 
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proof likened Vii 1 50. I was again surprised -"'hen I saw a (red ) 
prooflike iS?40 lettered punctuated date. I had never seen anything 


ia&' p “t ^ i 


like those two red nr oof likes. f^Te ?-w two very attractive 1795-3 1 s: 

a Y?20 with HAIS 1 G3NT strong and nice color and a tan YG10. The 

Brqb 3 t 0 n-MiJ.es 1795-4 knowledgeably graded AU50 lost to an off center, 

but yf/JJ fully struck 3P45. x little later we saw the Conway Bolt 

95-5b LIS,65 with full mint red and struck over an off-center 376 cent! 

Both 1795-6b , s are 3*ine 12, and each has claims to finest known, 
prefer once 

although I had a slight^for one of them. In my prior reports of 

whist matches and half cent happenings, no 1796'a were present. ' r ot 

thi3 time. Including those owned by the judges, there were nineipres *^l 

In the match the ATJ55 Dupont no pole met a YG and a Good-a judge/ 
had 

> a fourth example, a mint state example with pole edged a YC 
coin. / The owner of the mint state coin also has in his backup box 


the AU Shower 3 coin; one of the judges actually prefers the Showers 


-coin as the mint state one has been cleaned a lacquered. Tw® 4 

n.c-* ^ 9L w;Kp*/*- 

About this time I a id, -"If anyone is bored, they can leave." 

One of the contestants asked me which of his *U 1797-1 '3 was better, 
and I said that it doesn’t matter as the Blaisdell MS60 would be a 

sure-fire winner. Bower had two 1797 ’3 with the gripped edge " r ith 

VooN.«J 

him. ;ne Se-s-kad like it had gear marks on the edge, '-'tails the other 
has large sections of metal removed-these were examined closely 30 
we’d all know what to look for. The 1800-1, only variety of the year, 
was neat too. The winner was the .367 specimen from the 1930 aIA an33 
that is blazing red with full cartwheel.; the lo wer -mg f.r65 or better, 
also full red, but the color is very mellow-I had never seen such a 
color bofore. The ’winning 1302-1 was a very clean Good 6, and we .-Iso 
saw the discovery specimen of the variety the iilvord-McCaw-Neil- 
..robston-Gentury-Hugho-r-Bilancia-Yery Happy Current Owner VG3 courtesy 


of one o° the judges. 
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I've ilway spdmirsd Jim's 1302-2 and claimed it hfs the color and 
surface of ; 30, but he only gr- -les it a 15 on sharpness. It lost 
to a coin with th03e same superlative feature? that also has th 3 
sharpness of a £51 The most noteworthy aspect of the 1303's -tirrT 
nice ones are still hard to come by and the 1803-2 ig high H5. A V? 

20 of that variety with an intermediate die break beat a — - s - • m o 

at. to -- rt h slightly rough and scratched Vi'30 late state. Three 

t. 

examples of the 1804-2 were in the competition: the "ngar coin, 
the discovery specimen J3x Ha z e 1c 0 rn- 3r a e n- ’ T a ns 0 n- iVKH -1 iu n de- C ur r 9 n t 
Owner and the 3x lorin#? specimen (tennis looks for and finds half 
cents too), a Vis 1 25 2nd or 3rd finest hncwn beat out a P.inelE of t'-e 
high R5 1804-4, The 1804-5 vr .3 an interesting matchup; both ■bn ; .~ m 

competitors agreed twt the early at te ear ramie without the bulge in 
tue field AU55 to be better, but I preferred the 1 te state coin 
even though it has two dark spot,;. The 1304-6 isa vrhole rticle in 
itself as one collector had his 19 die states -4th him, but one of the 
.judge 3 looked them over and 3 aid that there are only 15 states, 
another judge had a 7G perfect die reverse to make at least 17. 

In 1980 I told John .'/right t>r t According to my notes an 1804-7 
he had seen vn 3 finest known. The coin is AU50 1th nice color, reflec¬ 
tive surfaces and a small olanchet clip. He bought it and then traded 
it for a slew of large cents and a colon!.. 1. That AU beat out a 40 
that is probably 3rd or 4th finest. The 1804-8 was a 60/50 match, 
but tie story here wo the owner of the mint state coin keepg his 
ooms wrapped up in a cotton cloth, which brought a lot of comments 
about possible da mags to his coins via jostling -nd the like. /ell, 
he 1 304-3 to from the ^robston wle.‘ ke 3 d :e read •.•loud 

lsscmtion of t 3 lot. I c -a atte-t that his coin looks just 
11X6 it ’ lg3Grib ' 3d 19 years ago. The 1804-9 w-s very nice too. 






Soger had top-notch examples of the rerfect djl and broken 
1304-9’s, and one of the Judges showed" his two coins that can 
decribed as "better than can be believed." The anecdotea 
ong with the 1304-12 ’3 were as interesting as the coins them- 
The winner was purchased from Del Bland a few years ago, 
had been owned by Del bofore-he got it back as winnings in a 
mon gamej- The losing coin was a nice mint state coin with 
nick that was bought for $4 back in the 1950's. As Roger 
ter the match, "Is two thousand dollars enough money to nay 
ive point upgrade?" The years 1805 to 1306 were uneventful 
that the winning 1805-1 was purchased from the loser a couple 
3 ago. The loser still prefers his coin. I am ole-used to 
t the plate of the discovery specimen of the 1308-1 does not 
0 oin justice. Yes, there is a rough area, but overall the coin 
ttractive chocolate brown with smooth surfaces. The '’common" 

? was won by a score of 40 to 302 mcL the really common normal 
50 to 50. The 1809-1 is one variety that Jim and Roger were 

cclOk. 

11 ire convinced that fco haa the finest known; the one is a 
r'er strike, but recolored ml having a couple of marks on the 
3 -the other is a textbook 40. tJg x 11 ed it tie. .oth c m he 
lly -road of his own coin. Moat of the rest of the 1309 '.3 were 
0 scores with bo v h winning n few. Both 1010’ 3 are fully 

1 3 , but neither ha 3 the super colo^ that -'e hod become 
net t: seeing on the Common variation from 1304 through 1806. 

Dv ns told Bene Br-Lv and me on the iriv 3 home tint '-3 
11" like boko 1311-1 '0 he : ' no - yoe - orfr The two coins 
—itch have the four 3 tar break, and I have no record of 
k she break nicer than those two-both are 40 ’ a/with the one 
ightly better than the other. 


I 1 he 1811-2 ’3 were just as close 
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and they are 3i*’40 , s. It is my opinion that the commoner 1811-zy/ 

Is rarer in nice condition than the 1811-1. 3ut if you want to prove 
me wrong by showing me a few AU or better 1811-2*3, I'll introduce yen 
to some eager buyers! 

The 1825-1 matchup waa quite interesting to me. I was visiting 
Sim while he was still in ann Arbor when he showed me a partial date 
set he'd gotten in the m»il. The owner went o'- to sell f em, but 
he had horribly overgrrded and even more horribly overpriced them, 
jim had deed lei to send them back, I mentions’ to Jim that the set 
did have a nice 1325-1, and he replied that it had i bad edge cut. 

I said it might be the edge lump Hon Guth wrote about in ?.'7. in 
1975. .Ve looked at it, and it was a lump. 7e went to his bank and 
compared it T -'ith his collection coin, and the new one W'3 of a different 
die stats and in better condition than his collection coin. Jim made 
the fellow a counteroffer on the set mors in line with the market 
value of the coins, and the fellow accepted. Anyway, this tan 3F45 
is a super looking coin, and at first glance more attractive than 
the MS65 coin Hoger owns and has plated in his book. Presumably a 
person co‘ld collect select 45 or 50's that look a-" nice or nicer than 
the much more expensive mint state coins! (I really don’t care if 
condition conscious RAC'ers consider this to be heretical) . 

1826 end 1828 came -nd -ent vith essentially all mint :t-te coirs . 
1829 war choice between two 1*365’r, one 4O c /o red, t:r; of er if j. 

1861 --T another story in it iff. *ioth coins ire 4C»s fl ’e are 
h vlng w:ly " i - tf :. color and surfaces. Roger also displayed 
his duplicate's* iJilee which elicited three more specimens from the 
judges. Can you imagine six circulated 1831 original half cents on 
a tray? These included the Atwater, Garrett, Riles and V/alton onecisBns. 
Ron Guth said that there were worthy of a photography session, so he 
photographed them all-it w 3 fun to *rs/ which coin belongs! to ■'Pom -«• 
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some of them were nearly identical. Hoger told a "unny story -ihout jfe' 
the 1411a^ coin. He submitted a bid that should have gotten him the 
coin, but he didn’t met it and asked why. The auction house sail, 
"your bid .arrived late.” One of t"e judge:: piped in that maybe his 
bid arrived while the auction -".a- going on. soger said, : "./ell r .got 
lot:: before and after the 13311” He was trying to sell it for a whilg, 
but has decided to keep it a r the snedimen ’-o so elusive. (now vgo 
ia it t■ 1 at inventei the buokup orincipleV) 


The 73 .-ra 1832 to 1857 ’were represented by mostly mint state crab's 
coins, . n l moat of tl eae wer 3 rod Go’s or 70* a or 6 .. \ depending upon 


£>X 

two in the morning, and it was a virtual tie. -j la 1 - ! judges had Jim 
ahead, three had Hoger slightly ahead, and Hon .didn’t .judge all coins 
s he 3oent some time away from the match while photographing the 1831 >s. 
The conclusions: These two "allows haveAossentially all half cents 
struck for circulation. Grading ad; the t op - e ^f^the coins is extremely 

\a-y e> mis p t> i kAs 

subjective as nearly everyone had hoger aheadAwhen we took a break 
after 1804-9. It is my own observation that HAG members own a 
disproportionate percentage of the top grade half cents, even of 1793 
and 1796 so that the market for these coins is thin . 

"Sart orial comme n ts • •. »: i7 n I would like to thank Jim and Hoger for 
showing us their coins#. I'd like to thank Jira HcCuigan and his brother 
Dave for feeding and housing us. And I'" like to thank Gene Braig 
for the round trio service from Cleveland to Pittsburgh. 


On Sunday morning half cent nuts were scurrying around to catch 
Planes, looking at catalogues and still oluying whist, job Yuell 
whisted with Marvin jvans and Jon Valensio.no. i0 b lost to Don and jfi& 
beat Marvin. IJarve, Gene and I le't 1. at, and we knew ,r 9 ,J seen 
two of the very best half cent collections with c msthirr- 'He 119 
as i- m ■ b i t "een t’-emf» 
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1984 The Year of The Half Cent 


by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


George Orwell,writing in 1948 could not have visualized that his 
transposed year would produce no less than 3 books in regard to Half Cents. 

In 1948 numismatic collecting of Half Cents was on a date and major variety 
basis as set forth by Wayte Raymond in thedefunct "Standard Catalogue" 
and his 5 page National Coin Album. The number of variety collectors by 
Gilbert could be counted on ones hands. 

1984 is another matter. Walter Breen's "Big Red Book" has justifiably 
-x gotton most of the attention, both for its contribution to the body of knowledge 
of Half Cents and its incredible errors. However, Q. David Bowers, somewhat 
unnoticed, produced in that year two writings on Half Cents which are worthy 
of mention and review. 

The first, "United States Copper Coins" has a chapter on collecting Half 
Cents which is broken into sections by type and the well known pseudo coin 
the 1811 restrike. The writing is mainly an accumulation of personal 
observations over his 30+ years as a dealer and a ■ . paraphrasin g of my first 
-r edition for historical data. The use of my i irrl .imj^was done with my permission, 
but the text could have been improved by the use~of Toy second edition published 
-*> in 1982 where a number of corrections were made. I thought it rather ironic 
that the author,on p 19,noted that my book, "concentrate#!?! on die variety 
^ characteristics, and offer(s) little in the way of backgroung information" when 
in fact the overwhelming majority of the historical data presented was copied 
word for word from my 'teairiHttg. '-nn 

Overall the chapter on Half Cents adds nothing to the body of knowledge 
on the subject but as the price is low, $9.95, and there are other chapters on 
both large and small cents, and two cent pieces, based on Mr. Bowers' loquacious 
style, I would recommend its purchase for rafetofei J-sfofe treadin g. 

OJ e-ft. &OC- t-trc r „ 

The second effort by Mr. Bowers is a combination of a reprint of his 
1962 pamphlet, "United States Half Cents 1793-1857", United States Half Cents 
by Ebenezer Gilbert (originally published in 1916), excerpts from Photograde by 
James F. Ruddy and United States Patterns etc , by J. Hewitt Judd, M.D., plus 
an "Introductory Survey of Half Centiby Doug Winter. This soft 
bound accumulation was published by Sanford Durst. The purpose of this item is 
beyond my comprehension. The price is low, varying from $7 to $10, depending 
on where you buy it, but at any price, it cannot be reccnmended 

Advanced collectors may enjoy themselves by noting the many errors 
> of Bowers' 1962 work mainly on rarity ratings and the typg errors in both Bowers' 
-+ and Gilberts' works. The poor quality of the photographs make the Photograd e 
section useless as well as the Gilbert plates. The value guide (p 79) authored 
presumably by Mr. Bowers means nothing anrl is as valueluLiU as 'thg~proverbi-al 
. The same comment applies to Half Cent Proofs (p 80) 
where a listing by date is made of seme of the rare proofs. It is noted, however, 
contrary to Mr. Breen's book there is no 1852 Original listed. 
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The Introductory Survey of United States Half Cents by Doug Winter NLG, 
appears to be the only original writing other than the value guides noted 
above. However, an earlier version of this appeared in C.V.I. Vol.l Number 1 
a house organ of Steve Ivy Rare Coins, Inc. in June 1983. The "improved" 
version included in the book under review is anything but that, rather it 
contains even more errors and neseenee. 

i bo,( , ii4T^*.rn 

In summary, as previously stated, I can not recommend this item to any 
neophyte in the Half Cent area of numismatics. Advanced collectors may want 
to take time to note the many errors appearing, but it would just be a waste of 
time. 


1984 The Year of The Half Cent 
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George Orwell writing in 1948 could not have visualized that his 
transposed year"would produce no less than 3 books in regard to Half Cents. 

In 1948 numismatic collecting of Half Cents was on a date and major variety 
basis as set forth by Wayte Raymond in the now defunct "Standard Catalogue" 
and his 5 page National Coin Album. The number of variety collectors by 
Gilbert could be counted on ones hands. 

1984 is another matter. Walter Breens "Big Red Book" has justifiably 
gotten most of the attention, both for its contribution to the body of 
knowledge of Half Cents and its incredible errors. However, Q. David Bowers' 
somewhat unnoticed produced in that year two writings on Half Cents which are 
worthy of mention and review. 

The first "United States Copper Coins" has a chapter on collecting Half 
Cents which is broken into sections by type and the well known psuedo coin 
the 1811 restrike. The writing is mainly an accumulation of personal 
observations over his 30+ years as a dealer and a paraphrasing of my first 
edition for historical data. The use of my writing was done with my permission, 
but the text could have been improved by the use of my second edition published 
in 1982 where a number of corrections were made. I though it rather ironic when 
-^t the author on p 19 noted jtafht my book, "concentrate(d) on die variety character- 
istics, and offei@)little in the way of background information" when in fact the 
overwhelming majority of the historical data presented was copied word for word 
from my writing. 

Overall the chapter on Half Cents adds nothing to the body of knowledge 
of the subject but as the price is low, $9.95, and there are other chapters on 
both large and small cents and two cent pieces based on Mr. Bowers loquacious 
—^ style, I would re^commend its pruchase for rather light reading. 

The second effort by Mr. Bowers is a combination of a repirnt of his 
1962 pamphlet "United States Half Cents 1793-1857", United States Half Cents by 
Ebenezer Gilbert (originally published in 1916), excerpts from Photograde by 
James F. Ruddy and United States Patfems etc , by J. Hewitt Judd, M.D., plus 
an "Introductory Survey of Half Cent Balderdash" by Doug Winter. This soft 
bound accumulation was published by Sanford Durst. The purpose of this item is 
beyond my comprehension. The price is low, varying from $7 to $10, depending 
on where you buy it, but at any price, it cannot be re (^commended. 

Advanced collectors may enjoy themselves by noting the many errors 
of Bowers’ 1962 work mainly on rarity ratings and the typo errors in both Bowers’ 
and Gilberts’works. The poor quality of the photographs make the Photograde 
section useless as well as the Gilbert plates. The value (gu ide (p 79) authored 
presumably by Mr. Bowers means nothing and is as valueless as theproverbial 
"teats on a boar hog". The same comment applies to Half Cent Proofs (p 80) 

—^ where a listing by date us made of some of the rare proofs. It is noted, however, 
contrary to Mr. Breen Isf*} book there is no 1852 original listed. 
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The Introductory Survey of United States Half Cents by Doug Winter NLG, 
appears to be the only original writing other than the value guides noted 
above. However, ah earlier version of this appeared in C.V.I. Vol.l Number 1 
a house organ of Steve Ivy Rare Coins, Inc. in June 1983. The ’improved' 
aversion inlude^ in the book under review is anything fiu that, rather it contains 
even more errors and nonsense. 

In summary, as previously stated, I can not re ([commend this item to any 
neophyte in the Half Cent area of Numismatics. Advancedcollecotrs may want to 
take time to note the many errors appearing, but it would just~be a waste of 
time. 


WARREN A. LAPP, M.D.. F.A.C.S. 

9808 NEWMARKET WAV 
RALEIGH. NC 27809 


(919) 972-8870 . , z , _ Q _, 

- ■ - c$ lo August 16, 1985 

Roger: 

I have received your article and will print it 
verbatim. Personally, I think it is a lousey 
article and I'm not sure that you should want it 
printed. It's much too negative, even though you 
say that you tempered it considerably. I personally 
feel that it will do you more harm than good. An 
article such as this detracts from your own prestige 
and reputation. I'm not trying to get you mad - just 
want you to know ny feelings on the matter. The 
idea starts off well, but then...... 

Unless I hear otherwise from you by August 31, 
it will go to press as is. The September issue will 
be another biggie - too many articles, not enough 
pages to accomodate everything. 

I hope that you had a good vacation at the NC 
shore. Katie and I spent a weekend 10 days ago at 
Nag's Head - saw Kitty Hawk, the play "The Lost 
Colony", the Elizbeth II, etc. Had a real nice 
time but ocean was too rough to go swimming - also 
too chilly. 

Call me if you need to about your article. I'm 
trying to be youl? friend and I hope that you realize 
that. 






WARREN A. LAPP. M.D.. F.A.C.S. 
«508 NEWMARKET WAY 
RALEIGH. NC 27600 


(0101 872-8970 


September 20, 1985 

To John D. Wright, Denis Loring, M3Llt Pfeffer, Herb Silberraan, and Jeff 
Oliphant. Copy to Roger Cohen. A1 Pt Q 


Please read the enclosed article and let me know promptly whether 
or not I should print it in the November PENNY-WISE. 

Roger Cohen submitted the article for the September P-W but agreed 
to defer its publication pending an opinion poll. I told Roger that I 
didn’t like the article and that I thought it damaged his own immage 
and prestige. 

To me, the article is too negative and too self-aggrandizing. I 
told Roger that ccAlectors looked upon him as the authority on half 
cents and that they valuedand respected his opinion regarding them. 

It is ray feeling that such an article detracts from that image. 

What do you think? Should I print the article? Have you any comments 
regarding it? 

A prompt reply would be appreciated. 

UrM- 

Warren A. Lapp 
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Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 
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°eor^e Orwell, writing in I 9 I 48 , could not have visualised that his 
transposedVear would produce no less than 3 books in regard to half cents. 

numis matic collecting of half cents was on a date and major variety 
basis as set rw*th by Wayte Raymond in the now long defunct STANDARD CATALOGUE 
and his 5-page Motional Coin Album. The number of variety collectors by Gil¬ 
bert could be counted on one's hands. 

l?8i* is another^atter. Walter Breen's 'Big Red Book' has Justifiably got¬ 
ten most of the attentid^ both for its contribution to the body of knowledge 
ol half cents and for its incredibl* errors. However, Q. David Bowers, somewhat 
unnoticed, produced in that year two writings on half cents which are worthy of 
mention and review. 

The first, UNITED STATES COPPER COINS, has a chapter on collecting half' 
cents which is broken down into sections by type end by the well-known pseudo¬ 
coin, the 1811 Restrike. The writing is mainly an accumulation of personal ob¬ 
servations over his 30-plus years as a dealer and the use of my First Edition 
data - use of By First Edition was done with my permission, 
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WARREN A. LAPP, M.D.. F.A.C.S. 


6505 NEWMARKET WAV 
RALEIGH. NC 27609 


(919) 872-5570 


October 1, 1985 


Dear Roger: 

I am enclosing the comments which I have received ony the survey of your 
article. I'm afraid that you won't like what you read. 

Silberman chopped away a lot of your article as you can see. He thinks 
that the final product is CK to be printed in the November P-W. Oddly enough, 
John Wright made almost the same deletions as Silberman did. He's penned some 
notes on the sidelines. Denis Loring felt that the article should not be 
used at all. MLIt Pfeffer called and said that he didn't like the article, 
that he thought that you were foolish to write it, that it should be edited 
to tone down its contents, but to publish something as a lot of collectors were 
interested in hearing what you had to say. 

In all c ases, the reviewers thought that the article tarnished your image 
as I had suggested to you previously. 

I have not yet heard from Jeff Oliphant. He may be away on business. 

The next move is now up to you. It is my suggestion that we take the 
article as Herb Silberman has deleted some sections and publish that version. 

I know that it takes a lot of the fire and brimstone out of your original work, 
but it does give a fair appraisal of the recent literature without damaging your 
own standing in any way. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. I'm sorry for the above results, 
but I am happy that my own thoughts on the article were vindicated by those who 
subsequently reviewed it. I'm still on your side, and I hope that you realize 
that I was only trying to protect you. Are we still friends? 







WARREN A. LAPP. M.D.. F.A.C.S. 

8505 NEWMARKET WAY 
RALEIGH. NC 27609 


(919) 872-5570 
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19VU - THE TEAR OF THE HALF CENT 
Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 




George Orwell, writing in 19h8, could not have visualised that hie 
tranaposedNvear would produce no less than 3 books in regard to half cents. 

In 19ho, numismatic collecting of half cents was on a date and major variety 
"J 1 ® a6 c . set ^ Wayte Raymond in the new long defunct STANDARD CATALOGUE 

and his 5-page National Coin Album. The number of variety collectors by Gil¬ 
bert could be counted on one's hands. 
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. - * 1 + 8 ^/?K! n0 J? e V?S ter * Walter Breen's 'Big Red Book' has Justifiably got- 
ten most of the attentid^ both for its contribution to the body of knowledge 
of half cents and for its incredible errors. However, Q. David Bowers, somewhat 
unnoticed, produced in that year two writings on half cents which are worthy of 
mention and review. 
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Overall, the chapter on half cents adds nothing to the body of knowledge 
“ subject; but, as the price is low ($9.95), and there are other chapters 
on both Urge and small cents and 2-cent pieces, based on Mr. Bower's loquacious 
style, I would recommend its purchase for newer collectors. 





The geCPnd 'BffPrRW~Mrt B gwgrg^is a combination of a reprint of his 1962'"^ 
FjnphUt, UNTTED STATES HALF CENTS 1793-1857, T UNITED STATES HALF CENTS by ' 

Kbenezer Gilbert (originally published in 1916), excerpts from PHOTOGRADE by 
James F. Ruddy and from UNITED STATES PATTERNS etc. hy J. Hewitt Judd. M.D. 
plus an -Introductory Survey of Half Cents" by Doug Snter. This soft-bound 
accumulation was published by Sanford Durst. The purpose of this item is beyond 
con ^ r * h ? nsi °f. The price is low, varying from $7. to $10., depending on 
where you buy it; but, at any price, it cannot be recanmended. 


Advanced collectors may enjoy themselves by noting the many errors in 
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section useless, as well as ^Gilbert pUtes. The value guide (p. 79) authored 
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The Introductory Survey of United States Half Cents" by Doug Winter, NLG 
appears to be the only original writing other than the value guides noted above. 
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^Equitable 


DENIS W. LORING, F.S.A. 
Vice President and Actuary 
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